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CREATIVE PRODUCERS REPORT:  
Undoubtedly the highlight of the year was the hugely successful Hackney 
Word Festival, Write to Ignite.  We took the lead in fundraising and 
administration for the festival as well as project managing “See 2012”.  It 
was great for me to be once again in the midst of a festival – the last time 
was in 1998 and the London New Play Festival.  It was extremely 
valuable to be able to connect Playwrite by programming the readings 
during the festival month. 

        
       Nathan Penlington       Adisa              Michael Rosen    Poem in Between     Cllr Khan 

PLAYWRITE  
 A 10 week Saturday morning course held at CLR James Library in Dalston 
Lane, attracted 12 participants and was funded by Team Hackney’s CIP 
programme in partnership with Hackney Library Services.  The course was 
lead by Christopher Preston and was more structured than in previous 
years and expanding the workshops to 3 hours allowed more time to work 
with individuals.  We programmed the rehearsed readings at Homerton 
Library Hall in September during Write to Ignite.  Feedback from the course 
was extremely positive and the audience of 30 plus writers responded well 
to the performance. 
ADULT LEARNERS WEEK:  We ran a taster workshop introducing 
playwriting at Stamford Hill Library on a Sunday Afternoon.  This was 
attended by 11 people and was similarly successful.  
 
HACKNEY LITERATURE CLUSTER  
Maya Productions continues to be a leading player in the Hackney 
Literature Cluster.  Having fundraised for Write to Ignite in 2006, we went 
on to administrate and manage the festival.  We continued managing the 
cluster co-ordinator post and were pleased to appoint Hackney resident 
Spike Warwick in this role.  Spike has worked extremely hard in expanding 
the cluster and generating enthusiasm.  We were consultants in the 
successful Arts Council bid for a Professional Development Planning 
project submitted via the Learning Trust.  The Project continues into 2008.  
WRITE TO IGNITE  
We were fortunate to appoint Nathan Penlignton as Festival Director and 
Michael Rosen as Hackney Poet Laureate.  Both are Hackney residents. 
We also engaged Audiences London to carry out audience surveys and 
analyse the results.  Questionnaires were distributed and collected by 
volunteers who also wrote reviews for events. We also managed volunteers 
recruited via Immediate Theatre’s Pathways project to help with box office 
and front of house administration.   Nathan Penlington was responsible for 
programming the festival and project managing “Poetry Street”.  This 
invasion of Chatsworth Road shops, businesses, schools, Library and 
Hospital found workshops and poetry posters all around the area.  Maya 
Productions project managed “See 2012”, an exhibition in partnership with 
Hackney Museum and Photochats.  Taking the photographs of Hackney 
marshes by Pete Young we asked year 5 pupils from Mandeville School to 
write poetry imagining the changes the Olympics will bring to the area.  The 
Exhibition ran from September until January 2008.   



HACKNEY WORD ON THE STREET.  As part of the Poet Laureate’s brief, 
Michael Rosen wrote a play for voices using poetry and prose, combining 
historical and contemporary material.  We undertook the development and 
production of this work in partnership with Brook House Drama department.  
Christopher directed the students in a performance at the Round Chapel 
where the performers spoke from around the edge of the space and the 
audience listened from the centre.  The performance was later repeated at 
the College for the benefit of parents and families. 
 
Over 3,000 people engaged in the festival which presented 49 events over 
1 month.  Overall, the festival achieved 145 days of performance, 
workshops and exhibitions.  Poetry, fiction, spoken word and drama were 
represented with cross art projects using print making, photography, music 
and film.  Local entrepreneurs mounted events in unusual places and many 
events were free. 
 
Funders for the festival were Arts Council England The Learning Trust, 
Hackney Cultural Development and Hackney Library Services. 
 
The Big Blue Fence 
Work began at the end of the year on photographing the blue fence 
surrounding the Olympic site.  This is a collaboration between Christopher 
Preston as photographer and Penny Clift (Writer).  It is a partnership 
between Immediate Theatre and Sanctuary Housing. This project continues 
into 2008. 
 
Future Development 
We have secured funding from the Learning Trust for a further Playwrite 
course and a taster workshop for Adult learners week.   
 
We are currently developing ideas for Write to Ignite 2009 in collaboration 
with Hackney Libraries and will produce a revival of Michael Rosen’s 
Hackney Streets at the Rosemary Branch in October for Write to Ignite 
2008 
 
Recruitment began to appoint a trainee producer and this post has now 
been filled by Robin Norton-Hale and we look forward to new projects. 

 
 
 

 
 
Funders throughout the year 

      
 

Playwrite 07 
 
Back row L to Rt 
Actors: T’Nia Miller, 
Jacqueline Wood, 
Neil Reidman, 
Stephenjohn Holgate 
& Robin Sneller 
Seated L to Rt 
Writers: Andrea 
Lambert, Poppy 
Seed, Lizanne 
Davies, Tom Curran 
& Ellie Harris 

See 2912 Exhibition 
 
Opening at the 
Hackney Museum 
 
Poet: Neal Zetter 
(Rt) With head 
teacher & Staff from 
Mandeville Primary 
School 


